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'Know that there came to us from your master,
three coach-horses with our servants which were
there Now a coach wants four horses to draw it,
wherefore you must needs send us another of the
same likeness, sort and size, that they may draw it
with four
'Oblige us in this we depend on it *
So the flock of geese would have caused less trouble
after all!
Although Mulai Ismail might agree to a four years'
peace with Tangier he was in reality determined to
drive the Christians from Morocco The Spanish post
of Marmora fell in 1682 after a heroic defence, and the
difficulties of Tangier were thereby increased At last
in 1684 King Charles, in great difficulties with the
Parliament, unwillingly decided on evacuation All
the fortifications were destroyed with the exception of
York Castle in the kasba, which at the present moment
seems doomed to fall into the sea It is a great mis-
fortune that no steps should have been taken to pre-
serve the rums of this building, where the names of
officers of the garrison, scratched on the walls, may
still be seen
After the evacuation the Moors entered Tangier, and
in 1689 Mulai Ismail captured the Spanish trading
centre at Larache Here his triumphs ended, however,
for the garrisons of the strong Spanish fortresses at
Ceuta and Melilla repulsed all attacks.
Mulai Ismail died in 1727, leaving behind him a
well-ordered empire in which security was so complete
that women and children could * travel in absolute
safety from one end of the country to the other His
subjects had reason to mourn him, for as soon as the